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Oxford Central School Students are C.O.R.R.E.C.T. 

 

 
Questions and Answers from March 10 and March 18, 2021 Parent/ Guardian Forums 

 
1.  With five days “in,” will the length of the school day remain abbreviated or go to full day, 
8:30-3:00? The day would remain at 4.5 hours of instruction.  All students would be dismissed 
at 1:00pm. 
 
2. If full day, where will students eat lunch?  Providing lunch in the building is not being 
considered. It would be considered if the Risk Matrix was “Green” for our region.   
 
3. What type of protective barriers will be added to the desks? Since the first day of school, 
student protective barriers have been in place where we cannot physically distance 6 feet. This 
will be done in grades 6-8 as well.  
 
4. If students are all in, how many feet apart will their desks be in a middle school 
classroom? We will have desks as close as we can to six feet apart. All desks will have barriers. 
 
5. Will the middle school students continue to stay in their homerooms while the teachers 
rotate in? All students will remain in their cohort groups. Teachers will continue to rotate into 
the classrooms.  
 
6. How many students can be in person in each homeroom if they were to return full time?  We 
feel that each of our current homerooms will be able to safely host the current students on our 
classroom rosters.  
 
7. If the middle school returns full time, will they have ALL of their specials and Spanish in 
school?  Special area staff will be meeting with students as much as the schedule five days a 
week will allow.   
 
8. Will special area classes have grades and go back to numerical grades instead of S or NI? 
There is no plan to change the grading for the fourth marking period. 
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9. Will the middle school (and elementary) have mask breaks? Teachers will continue to gauge 
the mask breaks that are need for their students.  
 
10. Our region includes Passaic County. With that addition, our numbers are skewed much 
higher than they actually are. Can we just look at Warren County numbers to make decisions 
for our school? We do continue to follow the guidelines of the NJ DOH and their Regional Risk 
Matrix. It is wise to look to this organization and our Warren County DOH for guidance and not 
focus just on Warren County, especially since the COVID case numbers have climbed each 
week.  
 
11. Now that there is a delay in going 5 days can Mondays be considered?  The delay is 
unfortunate. We do have a letter out to our community as of Tuesday, March 16, 2021, to 
outline a modification in our Monday schedule.  
 
12.  Could the school consider bringing all the 7th grade students back a few more days? We 
have considered this option for our 6-8 grades students every week for months. Unfortunately, 
due to the continued health emergency, bringing more students back to school at the High Risk 
level of the Risk Matrix continues to be problematic. Frequent monitoring of weekly COVID 
reports allows us to make a more informed decision.  
 

13.  Is there consideration about a two-week virtual period after the spring break? While we did 
consider this idea, after consulting with the DOH, they are not recommending this.  
 
14.  We are traveling to Florida over spring break. How will this affect my students?  Travel to a 
state that is outside of the current New Jersey travel restrictions area does mean that any 
students must quarantine for 14 days upon their return to New Jersey. Students are expected 
to be online during the two-week period.   
 
15.  When students do come back to school five days a week before the end of the current 
school year, will there still be a virtual option? Yes, for the remainder of the current 2020-2021 
school year, a virtual option will be provided as per NJ Executive Order 175.  
 
16.  What is the plan for the 2021-2022 school year?  The current plan for the school year 
would be to start school in late August five days a week, 8:30-3:00, and in-person for all 
students.  Under current guidelines, we would still be wearing masks. At this time, I do not plan 
to offer a virtual option in the next school year.  
 
17.  Due to the change in the physical distancing requirements from the CDC, why are our 6-8 
grade students not scheduled for additional school days?  Our current plan (as of 3/23) to add 
additional days for our 6-8 grade is on hold, not only due to the Orange status of or region but 
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also due to positive contact here at school. The idea of physical distancing of three feet will be 
discussed with the Re-Opening Team and the Board of Education.  
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